
 

GALE DIGITAL SCHOLAR LAB: 
Onboarding & Available Workshops 

 

Changing teaching practices, developing courses and adapting curriculums to incorporate elements 
of digital humanities can certainly be challenging, especially in the post-COVID world.  

Our experience shows that integrating Gale Digital Scholar Lab into the classroom is the most 
effective way to generate great usage and maximise the investment of the institution in the Lab and 
Gale Primary Sources. At Gale, we can provide support for digital scholarship with the Lab, both in the 

planning stage and as work gets underway on campus, offering training and answering research and 
usage questions related to the product.  

With current DH faculty and Instructional Design professionals on staff, we can support the process of 

integrating the Lab into your workflows. As a starting point, Gale’s Head of Digital Scholarship holds a 
weekly virtual office hour to answer any questions around Gale Digital Scholar Lab. Visit 

tinyurl.com/Galedropin every Wednesday at 10am (UK time) to discuss any questions.  

Training is available to all levels in the University, from undergraduate to faculty. We can run mixed 

courses or for discrete groups, including student classes, as needed. See below for the courses 
currently available – these are all flexible and can be combined and adapted to suit your needs:  

 

 

WELCOME TO THE GALE DIGITAL SCHOLAR LAB:  
Onboarding  

 

Duration: 1–1.5 hours  

This session provides participants with the ability to familiarise themselves with the Gale Digital 
Scholar Lab and ask questions about the interface and workflow. It is also an excellent opportunity to 
discuss questions related to text mining in general. The session covers performing search queries, 
curating and managing datasets, using analysis tools, and reviewing results.  

Onboarding sessions will differ depending on a university’s engagement with the digital humanities 

(DH) and this can be tailored to suit the needs of your community. Context around DH and text and 

data mining (TDM) can be given through an examination of existing research projects.  

The introductory session can stand on its own or be combined with any of the other workshops 
delineated below.  

Target Audience – All members of the University community - Library, Faculty, Post-Grads, Post-
Docs, Undergraduates.  

Outcomes – By the end of the session, participants will have a familiarity with Gale Digital Scholar 
Lab, including understanding the research workflow, where to access ongoing help, and some of the 
possibilities of digital scholarship for research and teaching. 

 

 

 

tinyurl.com/Galedropin


 

THE LAB IN THE CLASSROOM:  
A Workshop 

 

Duration: 1 hour  

Many institutions are currently working to incorporate elements of digital scholarship into traditional 

courses. Gale Digital Scholar Lab facilitates quick content creation, curation, cleaning and analysis in 
a classroom setting, either individually or in groups. For the first time, an end-to-end digital project 
can be attempted within a classroom setting using a reliable, efficient, user-friendly tool.  For the 

University, integrating Gale Digital Scholar Lab into the classroom is the most effective way to 
generate usage and maximise the University’s investment.  

This session will introduce the Learning Centre in the Lab, including Sample Projects, and discusses 

how you might use them in a classroom setting. The workshop will allow time to discuss specific 
courses to generate practical ideas for content sets, projects and analyses that could be incorporated.  

If required, this workshop will familiarise attendees with the basic workflow, terms, and output a new 

researcher would encounter when trying to accomplish a text mining project. We’ll introduce text 
mining, including what it is, what’s possible, and how it’s being used for research and instruction 
through an examination of existing projects. Included in this session is an introduction to optical 

character recognition (OCR) and why it is so important to think critically about OCR when embarking 

on a mining project (or any research project involving digital archives).  

Audience – Faculty or Library staff interested in incorporating digital methods into their class. Ideally 
suited to small subject groups or those new to DH.  

Outcomes –by the end of this session, attendees will have explored the aspects of the Lab that can be 
incorporated into existing classroom workflows. The discussion will generate ideas of content sets 
and projects to support teaching. We can also provide a packet of materials that can be reused and 

modified or serve as inspiration for other instructors.  

 

TOOL TIME:  
Exploring Quantitative & Qualitative Analysis Methods  

 

Duration: 1 hour  

You can analyse content in the Gale Digital Scholar Lab using six analysis methods that come from 
open-source libraries or lexicons. This workshop offers a review of the tools in the Lab individually. 
We’ll compare how various scripting libraries can be run locally as well as how they’re integrated into 

the Lab. We’ll cover what the tools do, how they work, how setting configurations change your 
outputs, and how they can be used to address research questions.  

Audience - Anyone with some familiarity of the Lab that would like to understand the analysis 
methods in greater depth.  

Outcomes – by the end of this course, attendees will have viewed worked examples of all six analysis 
tools in the Lab and have had a chance to discuss how they might apply to their own work 

 

 



 

ESTABLISHING LINES OF COMMUNICATION  

& ONGOING SUPPORT  
 

The Gale team want to hear your feedback as you begin working with the Gale Digital Scholar Lab. 
Customer feedback has been crucial in developing the Lab over its lifetime and will continue to drive 

future development.  

Gale are committed to working closely with customers, especially in order to amplify great research 
and teaching for the benefit of other Lab users in the form of case studies, webinars and other 

methods of sharing best practice.   

The wider Gale Digital Scholar Lab team contains DH instructors, researchers and instructional 
designers, all of whom can be consulted to ensure the best outcomes for your institution. Gale is 

eager to ensure you get the most value from your investment in the Lab and the related archives. 
We’re keen to discuss continuing support, preferred communications, ongoing projects, stakeholders, 
and opportunities for collaboration on campus.  

In the first instance, please contact Head of Digital Scholarship for Gale International, Chris Houghton 

(chris.houghton@cengage.com). 
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